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Remarks 

Claims 1-58 are pending in the application. Claims 23-47, and 2-58 have been withdrawn 
from consideration. Claims 1-22 and 48-51 have been rejected. 

In the Office Action, claims 1-22 have been rejected under 35 U.S^C. § 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failure to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
which matter Applicants regard as the invention. This rejection is respectfully traversed Several 
questions were raised with respect to claim 1. Claim 1 has been amended as suggested by the 
Examiner to overcome this rejection. Applicants have carefully reviewed all of claims 1-22 and 
can find no other potentially indefinite terms in the claims. It is believed that, with the 
amendment of claim 1 as provided herein, claims 1-22 are allowable as indicated by the 
Examiner. 

Claim Retections ■ 35 U,S.C> 5 S 103 

Qaims 48-50 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C, § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kasen et al. '472 in view of the Hansen et al. '542 patent This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

The Hansen et al. '542 patent was granted on April 23, 2002, approximately four months 
after the filing date of the above-identified patent application. In addition, the patent application 
claiins priority of a provisional application which was filed on January 17, 2001, and a further 
provisional application tfiat was filed on April 20, 2001. The Hansen et al. '542 patent can only 
be considered prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) to tiie extent that it is prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 
102. Because the application was issued after the filing date of the present application, it can 
only qualify as prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e), (0, or (g). Under 35 U.S.C § 103(c) subject 
matter developed by another person which qualifies as a prior art only under one or more sections 
(e), (f), and (g) of section 102, is not prior art where the subject matter of the claimed invention 
was, at the time the invention was made, owned by the same person or subject to an obligation of 
Assignment by the same person. 

The Hansen et al. '542 application is assigned to BISSELL Homecare, Inc. of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Applicants represent that Messrs. Hansen and Williams were, at the time the 
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inventions were made, employees of BISSELL Homecare, Inc. and obligated to assign dieir 
rights for the inventions of the Hansen et al. '542 patent to BISSELL Homecare, Inc. Further, all 
of the Applicants for this application, which include Eric Hansen, a co-inventor of the Hansen et 
al. '542 patent, were, at the time the invention was made with respect to the claims in this 
application, employees of BISSELL Homecare, Inc. and obligated to assign their rights under this 
application to BISSELL Homecare, Inc. A copy of the assignment of the inventors of this 
application to BISSELL Homecare, Inc. is attached hereto as an exhibit. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants submit that the Hansen et al. *542 patent is not prior 
art under 35 U.S.C, § § 103. In view of the foregoing, the alleged combination of Kasen et al. 
'472 and Hansen et al. '542 is inappropriate. 

In view of the fact that the Hansen et al. '542 patent is not prior art, it is submitted that 
claims 48-50 are not unpatentable over Kasen et al. *472 in view of Hansen et al. '542. 

Claim 51 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kasen et 
al. '472 in view of Hansen et al. *542 as applied in claim 48 above and further in view of Scholia 
et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,059,420. This rejection is respectfiilly traversed. 

Like the rejection of claims 48-50, the Hansen et al. *542 is not an appropriate reference 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) in view of the common ownership at the time the inventions were 
made. Thus, the alleged combination of Kasen et al. '472 in view of Hansen '542 and view of 
Scholia et al. '420 is inappropriate and should be withdrawn. 

Applicants further traverse the alleged combination of Kasen et al. '472 with Hansen et al. 
'542 and Schollah et al. '420. There is no basis for combining the Scholia et al. '420 patent witii 
either Kasen et al. *472 or the Hansen et al. '542 reference. 
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In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that claims 1-22 and 48-51 are in condition for 
allowance. Early notification of allowability is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Gary A. Kasper et al. 

Dated: S^^i^O^ Bv: ^ J\/\UI^^ 

Uohn E. McGarry, Reg. No. |22,360 
McGarry Bair pc 
171 Monroe Avenue, NWi Suite 600 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 
616-742-3500 

G0102324 
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REFERENCED BELOW. «iuiai>r.«. 

PLEASE REVIEW ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THIS NOTICE THE 
INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THIS RECORDATION NOTICE REFLECTS THE DATA 
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DfePARTMENT OF CX)MMERCE 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



To the Honorable Commissio ner of Patents and Trademartcer Please record the attached original documents Ir r:or»v thJS^ — 
ima of the convevinn noriv/ioe\. iLi ■ A,^ x . Mnw wn. 



1 . Name of the conveying party(les): 

Gary A. Kasper. Samuel N, Hansen, John L Jensen, 
Phong Hoang Tran, Eric J, Haiuen and 
Gabriel S. Vander Baan 

Additionat name(s) of conveying pJrty^) attechedy □ Yes B No 




3. Nature of conveyance; 

IS Assignment 

□ Security Agreement 

□ Other: 

Execution Date: Kasper. S. Harisen. Janaen, Iran and E. Hansen 
1/8/2002; Vander Baan • 1/4/2002 



□ Merger 

□ Change of Name 



Name and address of receiving party(ies): 
Nama: BISSELL Homecare, Ina 

Ok" 

Intemal Address: 



4. 



J 



Street Address: 2345 Walker, N.W. 

City: Grand lipids State: Nfl Zfp: 49544 
Additional name(s)&addressfes) attached? DYea BNo 



Application number(s) or registration number(a): 
If this document is being filed together with a new appRcatlon, the execution date of the application is: 1/8/2002 and i/4/9nn9 
Patent Application No.{s) B. Patent No.(s) 



AddHtonal numbers attached? pYes DNq 



5. Name and address of party to whom correspondence concemliig 
document should be mailed: 

Name: John E. IMcGarry 

Internal Address: McGarryBatrllp 

Street Address: 171 Monroe Avenue, NW. Suite 600 



City: Grand Rapids State: Ml 



Zip: 49503 



6, Total number of applications and patents Involved: one {1 ) 



7. Total fee (37 CFR 3.41): $ 40.00 

□ Endosed 

S Authorized to be charged to deposit account 



Deposit account numben 50-2003 



(Attach duplicate copy of this page If paying by deposU account) 



DO NOT USE THIS SPACE 



9. Statement and signature. 

To the best of my knowledge and belief, the i 
original document. 



John E. McGarry, Reg. No. 22,360 
Name of Person Signing 



) information la tnm and 




and any aftQChed copy Is a tnm copy of the 
January 9. 2002 



Date 



Ol/3/20Kl»tRl€ 00000183 502093 10 

01 IciSIl AO.0O CB Tol alnumbarcrfpa^indudiagcoveraheetattadimentsarK^ \J | ^ ttv. Docket No. 71189-1383 



ndalJlbcumenls to be reconM with ntfuM cmr shsst information (o : 
^Commissioner of Patents & Trademarics. Box Assignments 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



G00604S5.DOC 
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Joint 
CoTporatiDii 

ASSIGNMENT 



WHEREAS, Oaiy A. Kasper. SamuclN. Hansen. John L. Jwwcd. Phong Hoang Tran. Eric J. Iteisen and 
Gabriel S Vander Baan residing, lespectively. at 0-13989 Windemcre Dr, NW. Qnind Rapids, »« 49544; 1660 

A^6.F. Tower.2, 70 Robinson Rd.. Midlevels. Ho^ 
S CaMooia, MI 49316; 7673 CandlewoodDr-. SE, Ada. Ml 49301; and 1416 Lenox Road. S J., Grand Rapids. 
MI 49506, 0»«»*"^aftcf "Asstgnors") have invented certain new and useful improvements in: 

Protbctakt A?pucation 

for a ftOl description of which reference is here made to en application for Letters Patent of the United States of 
America executed by Aasignora as of the respective dates associated with their respective names herein; and 

WHEREAS. BISSELL Homecare. Inc., a corporation of the State of Michigan, having its principal office 
and place of business in the Ci^ of Grand Rapids, County of Kcait, State of Mldiigan. (hereinafter ••Assignee") is 
desirous of acquiring the entire right, title, and interest in. to. and under said invention and application above- 
identified, and in, to, and under any Letters Patent that may be obtained for said invention, together with all foreign 
rights coricsponding thereto, as her«uiBfter more fiiHy set forth. 

NOW. THEREFORE, TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, be It known thai, for and in 
consideration of the sum of One Donar ($L00). and other valuable and legally sufficient consideration, the receipt 
of which by Assignors ftom Assignee is hereby acknowledged, Assignors have agreed to sell, assign, and transfer 
and by these presents do hereby sell, assign, and transfer unto Assignee the entire right, title, and interest m, to, and 
under: said invaation and appKcation above identified; any Utters Patent of the United States of Amenca that may 
be obtained in respect thereof, any correspondhig applications for Letters Patent and Letters Patent therefor in all 
oflier areas of the world; and any reissues, extensions, substltations, confirmations, divisions, and continuations of 
any of the foregomg (hcretoafter "Invention Rights"), to have and to hold for the sole and exclusive use and benefit 
of Assigneeforever. 

Assignors hereby covenant and agree, for themselves and for their respective legal representatives, to assist 
and cooperate with Assignee in the preparation and prosecution of any applications feduded wiAin the Invention 
Rights and hi the prosecution or defense of any interference, opposition, or ofter proceeding that may arise m 
conneetion with any applications or Letters Patent bicluded wtthfai the Invention Rights and ftirther to execute and 
deUvcr to Assignee any and all additional papen that may be requested by Assignee for the purpose of 
implementing the terms of to ASSIGNMENT. 

Asstgaon h«by authorize and empower Assignee to invoke and claim for any applications or Letters 
Patent included withui the bvertion Rights fte benefit of any rights to which Assignors might be entitledundcr 
international law or under the laws of any particular country (such as, without limitation, the right of priority 
provided by flie Intmatlonal Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, as amended) and to invoke and 
claim such rights without fordier written or oral audiorization from Assignors. 

Assignors hereby consent that a copy of this ASSIGNMENT shall be deemed a foU legal and formal 
equivalent of any assignment, consent to file, or UTce document thai may be required in any particular country for 
any purpose and more particulariy in proof of die right of Assignee to claim the aforesaid benefit of the right of 
priority provided by the International Convenilcm fbrtiie Protection of Industrial Property, as emended. 

Assignors covenant and'agree that this ASSIGNMENT and all of the terms hereof shall faure to the benefit 
of the succttsors, assigns, legal teprcsenlatiYBa, or nomfaiees of Assignee, without furflier written or oral 
authorization fiom Assignors. 
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' h«el^ Bu4ori« end rccp^t Assigue. tofill in tho fbUowIng l>l«nto epeciftring the Unhed 

States SerialNo. and ffltagditfclbr said appUcatioo ab ve Waitlfied. 



U.S. Serial Ko. 
Ftted 



but Assignee', Mure ,0 do.so shaU hm no bearing whatsoever upon the validity or legal effect of this 
ASSIGNMENT, 

ASSIGNMENT. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the said Assignon tave respecthrcly hw^^^ 

iodicatedbelcw. . 

Dated: //^g/^^ SICjNATOKE: f ^ f — 

NAME: Gaty A. Kasper 

STATBOF yiCHIOAN _ ) 

)8a. 

COUNTY OF _Kg£L- ) 

^^ ^^^^ 

Notary Public. ^^2^^^^ C(nmty> 




Samuel N.H8&seB 



STATEOF_!fflSffiSAH ) 

)8S. 

COUNTY OF _Kani_ ) 



instnimert. — -i/ 




My commissloa estplies: 

Asslen- Kwpw H«MBn IIUBCO Twn ttuiMB Vandcr Bian <P0059809)JX)C 
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Datedt 



SlGKATUSBi 



STATE OF M^tngQAN 



) 
) 



Oa this S day of . 20 . penonilljr flipeired befne me diB Bbw-najned 

Jalin L. Jiasea. to nw kw«m tawnni to mo » be the p«noa dweribBil in and who cwcuted the fcrogoing 
bsmawBt «ul adowwlBdged On srob 10 be bi» ftw «ct and deed ia aad far th« iwipesM tet ibith to iBid 
instiunMsit* 



Dated! 



STATE OF, 



COUNTY OF 



SIGNATDRE: 

NAME: FboDg Haang 1^ 



) 
) 



Oft this diy nf 2Q • pmenally tppeaied no abova-nuncd 

Phoflfi HoBng Tran, to me kaawxi ud knowD to me to b« liie penoii doBetibed fa itfd i^ e)(0CHted tiie IbtOEoine 
inscnimmt ind oeknowSedged &o iim to bo hU ftce aer slid dfced to tad for the purpows sol focth in sai4 
instxiunent. 



Notory public,. 



J^oiinfy. 



My coflttnisftlon expirest , 



Dated: 



STATBOF, 



SIGNATWE: 

MAMBs EHeJ.HanflBn 



) 

} 



(X)inffYqF jmrr 

Qnaig davof 20 , personally appoAxrd before rno the above-named 

Erie J. Hansen, to me kPowQ and knowB to me lo be die peraoa deserpiad m aad Who execmsd the foregoing 
snstxuanent and acknowledged fte aams to be bis fieo set and deed m and fbr the purposes set Ibcth in said 
BUtnuoBxiL 



Notary Fttbllc,. 



Attipi* Koipcr HiniRi iumn iVaM RBinaii Vandtr Baan (CC059tOS)l 
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Dated: 



SIGNATURE: 

NAME: John L. Janaeii 



STATE OF MTCMQAN 



) 

)««. 
) 



COUNTYOP ypNT 

1.) A«v of 20 , persoiiBlly appeared before me tiie above-named 

j^n SIT WtetwS mdknoWBtemeto te tbe perm desoibed in and who executed *eft«gotng 
taSieS ScllSSS th. 8». to be hb fi« «t «ui deed in aod for the purposes focft in s«d 

iostfux&QOt* 



Witnessed by:. 



Dated: . Q/ 



02^ 




SIGNATURE: 

NAME: nionl'Hoang T)ran' 



STAIE np MlCmGAN 

COUNTY OF _JiSNI_ 

On this, day of 



r>„ m« BAY ^ . 20^. penonally appeared befoie me the abow-named 

«. »^-^^.;;;n^ta^^^^^Si^^^to be lhepe«o» described in and who executed the foregoing 
SS.SSo"^:S^TrbrS ftee Tdeed In and for the purpose, forth -i said 





Notary Public. 
1^ oonmisaloQ expires; 



C ounty, ^y^Ctd^^^ 
o expires: j^^^^!!^^^^ 



Dated: l-'^-O^^ 



STATE OF MICHIGAN' 



SIGNATURE: _ 
NAME: EiielHaasen 



mtTKTYQr KENT, 

^ikk. dayo: 



On this. 
Eric J. Hansea, "to mc known 
Instrument and admowledged 




f 20^^, pereonally appeared before roc the above-named 
1 «, uiv^o^be the person described in and who executed the foregoing 
to be hia free act and deed in and for the purposes set forth in said 




Sed m aaoe to db nn iree act an 



Notary Public, 



Coun^, 



My commission expires: ^/^J^ 




A«iBa.Ks»pcf Hansen Janiai Iran Hansen Ysnder Basn CG00$9809)DOC 
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Dated: |.^^Q2^ SIGNATORBi 

• NAME: Gabriel S^VanderBsan 

CTATR OP MICfflQAN ) 

)SS. 

rnTHCTYOy KENT ) 

Qfl f^gK ■^■/^^C day o f9^'<^^^'*</ . 20 ^ personally appeared befbro me the above-named 
Gabriel S. Vander Baan, to mc^own and ^wq to me to be Ae person dBscribed in and who executed the 
foregoing instnunent and acknowledged thesame to be hla free act and deed in and fcr Ae purposes set forth in said 
instrui 





v.^^P..M>c /p.^^^ Couaty '^T^^^g^^^'^ 
iAy commission expires: ^ 



mm 

^^1700 
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